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ñIfpoetry comesnot as naturally as the leavesto a tree, it

hadbetternot comeat all.ò

ðJohnKeatsin a letter to JohnTaylor,Feb27, 1818
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What more sacred, 

what more strongly 

guarded by every holy 

feeling, than a man's 

own home?



The house of him is to every one as his 

castle and fortress, as well for his 

defence against injury and violence as 

his repose.

In all cases when the King is party, the 

sheriff may break the party's house, 

either to arrest him, or to do other 

execution of the K[ing]'s process, if 

otherwise he cannot enter. But before he 

breaks it, he ought to signify the cause 

of his coming, and to make request to 

open doorsé



The poorest man may, in his 

cottage, bid defiance to all the 

force of the Crown. It may be 

frail; its roof may shake; the 

wind may blow through it; the 

storm may enter; the rain may 

enter; but the King of England 

may not enter; all his force 

dares not cross the threshold of 

the ruined tenement.



The press is overstepping in every direction the obvious bounds of propriety 

and of decency. Gossip is no longer the resource of the idle and of the vicious, 

but has become a trade, which is pursued with industry as well as effrontery. 

To satisfy a prurient taste the details of sexual relations are spread broadcast in 

the columns of the daily papers. To occupy the indolent, column upon column 

is filled with idle gossip, which can only be procured by intrusion upon the 

domestic circle. The intensity and complexity of life, attendant upon 

advancing civilization, have rendered necessary some retreat from the world, 

and man, under the refining influence of culture, has become more sensitive to 

publicity, so that solitude and privacy have become more essential to the 

individual; but modern enterprise and invention have, through invasions upon 

his privacy, subjected him to mental pain and distress, far greater than could be 

inflicted by mere bodily injury.



















ñThere is no place on earth where persons can have a greater 

expectation of privacy than within their ódwelling-houseôò.

ðR v. Silveira 1995



Quesnel Falls

1991



The police in the present case did not have sufficient grounds either to 

arrest the appellant, or to obtain a search warrant, yet they forcibly 

entered the sleeping appellantôs one-room dwelling with guns drawn, 

shook him awake and began questioning him.  Such behaviour is 

antithetical to the privacy interests protected by the Charter and cannot be 

condoned.

ðJohn Sopinka, R v. Feeney 1997

It is unrealistic to suggest that the police can never enter private premises 

without a warrant for the purposes of arrest.  The ability of police to 

capture persons suspected of criminal activity and to preserve evidence 

necessary to convict them would be severely impeded.  Further, hot 

pursuit is not the only circumstance in which the police are permitted to 

enter a dwelling house.  Other situations will arise in which the threat to 

society and the danger of having important law enforcement aims 

frustrated will outweigh concerns about privacy. 

ðClair LôHeureux-Dubé, R v. Feeney 1997
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A single bag of trash testifies eloquently to the 

eating, reading, and recreational habits of the person 

who produced it. A search of trash, like a search of 

the bedroom, can relate intimate details about sexual 

practices, health, and personal hygiene. Like rifling 

through desk drawers or intercepting phone calls, 

rummaging through trash can divulge the targetôs 

financial and professional status, political affiliations 

and inclinations, private thoughts, personal 

relationships, and romantic interests.

ðRosie Abella, quoting California v. Greenwood 

1988 in R v. Patrick 2009


