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Exciting Outcomes from Victoria CRN It’s Not Right! Workshop
By Lycia Rodrigues, Program Coordinator, Victoria Community Response Network

CRN Coordinator Lycia Rodrigues facilitates discussion with the group. (Photo: VCRN.)

The Victoria CRN (VCRN) facilitated four sessions of It’s Not Right! during WEAAD and decided that it
would be important to facilitate this workshop with more community groups.
In early 2016, the members of VCRN decided to use It’s Not Right! as the means to reach out to local
community groups. It’s Not Right! provided the tools needed to regularly offer effective educational
opportunities on the topic of adult abuse, neglect, and self-neglect.
We had two objectives:
1) To make new connections with community groups we had not been in contact with before to
facilitate discussions about the warning signs of abuse of older adults and how to respond
safely;
2) To promote It’s Not Right! and the VCRN with community groups in Greater Victoria.
In August 2016, we were delighted to receive a BC CRN Special Grant of $3,800 that allowed us to
coordinate outreach strategies and facilitate a learning event with local community groups. We held
our It’s Not Right! public workshop on December 7, 2016.

New Connections, New CRN Members
The workshop was attended by 14 participants representing several
community organizations:


Victoria police department.



First Nations.



Independent living facilities.



Brain injury services.



Multi-faith organizations.

“This workshop brought together these groups for the first time,” says
Bridey Morrison Morgan, Regional Mentor for Vancouver Island South. “It
was also the first time many of our participants were exposed to the topic
of adult abuse, neglect, and self-neglect. Our workshop participants
responded so well to It’s Not Right! that they all volunteered to become
members of the Victoria CRN!”

Bridey Morrison Morgan
welcomes workshop
participants. (Photo:
VCRN.)

The December workshop was facilitated by CRN Coordinator Lycia Rodrigues, Regional Mentor Bridey
Morrison Morgan, and VCRN member Cari Taylor.

More It’s Not Right! Coming to Greater Victoria
VCRN is eager to host more It’s Not Right! learning events, particularly within the organizations and
community groups our members belong to.
With new members on the team, we are very happy to start this year planning more public
presentations and workshops to start in the Spring. Our longer-term goal is to provide education and
awareness on how to respond to elder abuse with local community groups that were not involved with
our network before.
We look forward to continuing to work with them!
For more information on the work of the Victoria CRN, please contact Lycia Rodrigues, CRN
Coordinator, or Bridey Morrison Morgan, Regional Mentor.

Respondents Needed: Seniors Aging OUT Survey Gathers Data
on LGBTQ2+ Health and Service Issues on Vancouver Island
BC CRN is partnering with local communities to conduct a survey
intended to gather data on how LGBTQ2+ seniors access health
and support services on Vancouver Island. The survey is the first
step in understanding the health and service issues of this
population.
Seniors Aging OUT is a multi-stage grassroots project meant to
raise awareness of the challenges the LGBTQ2+ community
experience. The goal is to develop safe communities where
everyone’s health and wellbeing are supported. View more information on the project.
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“We are looking for LGBTQ2+ seniors and their allies/caregivers/supporters on Vancouver Island to
complete the survey,” says Jane Osborne, Regional Mentor – Vancouver Island Central and the
project’s survey lead. “We are particularly interested in commentary that speaks to recent experiences
(i.e. within the last five years.) We also are looking for people who are willing to be interviewed and
publicly quoted for the follow-up project.”
The survey should take 15 minutes to complete. All responses will be anonymous and the identities of
volunteers kept confidential.
Note: Survey respondents and interview volunteers must live on Vancouver Island.
Download the paper survey now.
Complete the electronic survey now.
Interim results will be shared with CRNs across the province and Island Health in March.
Or, contact Jane Osborne at jane.osborne@bccrns.ca directly with questions or concerns.

Project Allies
Island Health | Brechin United Reaching Out Group | Crimson Coast Dance | Nanaimo Seniors Connect

BC CRN is Now Social!
We’re fully engaged on Facebook and Twitter!
“Like” or “follow” us to receive the latest up-to-the minute news on upcoming
It’s Not Right! training, Provincial Learning Events, CRN community events,
resources, and media articles.
CRNs: if you have a project you’d like to share on social media, but do not
have a social media account, we’d be happy to help you get the word out.
BC CRN’s social media contact: Lindsay Jardine, Regional Mentor, Northeastern BC,
lindsay.jardine@bccrns.ca.

BC CRN Board Member Receives Order of Canada
By Lindsay Jardine, Regional Mentor, Northeastern BC.
BC CRN Board member Dr. Gloria Gutman was awarded the Order of Canada
on December 30, 2016 for her research and leadership in the field of
gerontology and for her advocacy against elder abuse. “It is very exciting to
be the recipient of such a prestigious award,” says Dr. Gutman. “This is
important to me both personally and professionally because the award gives
focus to gerontology and elder abuse.”
Dr. Gutman joined the Board of Directors of the BC Association of Community
Response Networks in Summer 2016 after spending four years as the
President of the International Networks for Elder Abuse (INPEA).
(Photo: Dr. Gutman.)
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Gutman first Heard of Elder Abuse in the 70s.
Dr. Gutman first remembers hearing about elder abuse in the 1970’s, when older adults experiencing
physical abuse, then called “granny bashing”, would call into live radio shows to talk about what they
were experiencing.
“Since then, society has learned that elder abuse occurs worldwide, and that it is a social, public health,
criminal justice, and human rights issue,” adds Dr. Gutman. “We need more service providers who are
aware of elder abuse, and have the training to deal with this complex problem. I also believe ageism is
the root cause of elder abuse and neglect.”

Reducing Silos through CRNs
Dr. Gutman: “I appreciate that CRNs bring people together to share information and spread awareness,
which reduces silos. It is important to remember that older people are the most heterogeneous age
group in any society because all their years of experiences and opportunities has made each person
unique.
“So then why do policy makers and some service providers insist on homogenizing older people, and
portraying them either as either sick and poor, or healthy and wealthy, and in both cases, a drain on
society?”
View more information about Dr. Gutman and her work.

Provincial Learning Events
February 21, 2017: Do Your Clients Understand You? Health Literacy in our
Communities
Learn about what health literacy is, the factors that may impact work with
community, the tools to assess health literacy in your community, and
intervention strategies that may be used.
Presenter Giovanna Boniface is a seasoned occupational therapist (OT), and
the senior OT advisor for the OT association. She is also a clinical instructor at
UBC’s Faculty of Medicine, Department of Occupational Science and
Occupational Therapy, and the director for the Canadian Society of Association
Executives (BC).

(Photo: LinkedIn.)

Provincial Learning Events are toll-free teleconferences that take place the third Tuesday of the month
from 10:30 am to 12 pm. Everyone is welcome
Email info@bccrns.ca to receive notifications of upcoming teleconferences. Access recordings and
materials for previous events.
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Our Top 9: Resources of the Month
1. Canadian Centre for Elder Law: A Practical Guide to Elder
Abuse and Neglect Law in Canada.
2. When Someone Moves In and Won’t Move Out: Home
Takeovers, EAO (Webinar).
3. Traditional views of retirement are being swept away. In a
new series, The Guardian considers what it means for the
retirees of today and tomorrow.
4. Snapshot into Aging Population in the Fraser Valley (Report).
5. Health Status of Canadians 2016: Report of the Chief Public Health Officer.
6. The British Columbia Psychogeriatric Association: a professional multi-disciplinary interest
group, founded in 1997 by clinicians working in mental health and with older adults.
7. The Caregiver Network: Canada’s largest online learning network supporting caregivers,
their loved ones, and healthcare professionals who work on their behalf.
8. The National Survey on the Mistreatment of Older Canadians: A Prevalence Study.
9. Elder Abuse Ontario (EAO): formerly known as the Ontario Network for the Prevention of
Elder Abuse. Subscribe to their newsletter.
“Like” Facebook or “follow” us on Twitter to receive the latest resources on adult abuse and neglect.

Our Top 5: Media Headlines of the Month
1. Long-term gain: The promise of the Canadian Longitudinal
Study on Aging. Study will follow 50,000 men and women,
aged 45 to 85, until 2033, University Affairs/Affaires
Universitaires, Jan. 11, 2017.
2. Ageism to become discrimination in Alberta for first time,
CBC News Edmonton, Jan. 6, 2017.
3. 'It was awful': Senior trapped inside for 3 days after winter
weather wallops Winnipeg, CBC News Manitoba, Jan. 3, 2017.
4. Illinois enlists hair stylists to prevent domestic abuse, CTV News, Jan. 1, 2017.
5. What the Trump presidency means for seniors, Forbes, Nov. 9, 2016.
“Like” Facebook or “follow” us on Twitter to receive the latest news on adult abuse and neglect.
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Campaigns & Professional Development Events


BCCEAS: Government Benefits for Older Adults Workshop
February 7, 2017 from 10 am to 12 pm
DIVERSEcity Community Resources Society, 13455 – 76 Avenue, Surrey
604-507-6060



Help with Memory Loss, Alzheimer BC
February 8, at 2 pm or 7 pm
On the day of the workshop, phone 1-866-994-7745 and enter participant pass code
1122333. Or, connect online and enter as guest.



BCCEAS: Powers of Attorney, Joint Bank Accounts and Representation Agreements
Workshop
February 8, 2017 from 7 to 8:30 pm
Tommy Douglas branch – Burnaby Public Library, 7311 Kingsway, Burnaby
604-522-3971



Understanding Tax Benefits and Credits, Alzheimer BC
February 15 at 2 pm
On the day of the workshop, phone 1-866-994-7745 and enter participant pass code
1122333. Or, connect online and enter as guest.



BCCEAS: Focus on Seniors Forum – Housing
February 18, 2017 from 9 am to 2:30 pm
Cloverdale Recreation Centre, 6188 – 176 Street, Surrey
View more information.



Community Engagement: The Next Generation, Tamarack Institute
March 7-9, 2017
Holiday Inn, 1110 Howe St., Vancouver
View more information, or register online.

E Connector is published 11 times a year (monthly except for a combined July/Aug. issue), and contains
CRN news and the most current resources we could find on the topic of adult abuse and neglect from
across the country.
Interested in contributing content? Contact us through the BC CRN web or privately message us on one
of our social media channels.
To unsubscribe, email administration@bccrns.ca. Type “E-Connector Unsubscribe” in your subject line.
All photos are used with permission courtesy of a Creative Commons license unless noted otherwise.

Like Us

Follow Us

www.bccrns.ca
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