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BC CRN Participates in 2018 Elders Gathering in Duncan 

 
                                                                                                                                   (Photos: Jane Osborne, Duncan, BC) 

BC CRN was proud to be one of the sponsors of the 42nd Elders Gathering, which took place in Duncan, 

BC from July 10-12, 2018.  

This year’s event theme “I tst ‘o’ hwun’ ‘I”, or “We are Still Here”, brought over 3,000 First Nations 

elders to the Cowichan Valley with the help of approximately 1,000 volunteers. 

The program over the three days included a sock-hop, fashion show, tours of the Cowichan Valley, 

carving demonstrations, games, exhibits, and health and wellness workshops. BC CRN was on hand to 

provide information on adult abuse, neglect, and self-neglect resources at an exhibit, and deliver two 

It’s Not Right! workshops. 

The Elders Gathering takes place annually to help elders connect with each other and their 

communities. The 2019 Gathering will be in Prince George July 9-11, 2019. 
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Please visit the BC 
CRN Facebook 
page for more 

photos! 
Volunteer Lucy from Hiiye'yu Lelum 

Friendship Centre 

Bronwyn Reiner, Coordinator Courtenay 
CRN, marches with the K’omoks Nation. 

 

Margaret George, TWN (left) and BC CRN 
Regional Mentor Jane Osborne. 

 

Carnegie Community Centre, Downtown Eastside 

Elders in traditional button blankets. 

Elders from the Cowichan Tribes. 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/bccrns/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1604130009715613
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LOVE CRN Represents LGBTQ Seniors at Victoria Pride 2018 

  
                                                                                                                                                                    (Photo: Daniel Collins) 

BC CRN’s LGBTQ2 Community Response Network (CRN), also known as the Living OUT Visibly and 

Engaged (LOVE) CRN, participated with 10,000 LGBTQ2 community members in Victoria’s Pride Parade, 

which capped off the city’s 2018 Pride Week. The annual event that draws approximately 25,000 

people just to the parade alone, and is organized by the Victoria Pride Society. 

The LOVE CRN also set up an information booth where event goers could receive specific information 

and resources supporting LGBTQ2 seniors, and engage with the CRN’s volunteers. 

The LOVE CRN, one of BC CRN’s newest 

CRNs, was first established just over a 

year and a half ago, and has been 

growing and gaining momentum in 

central Vancouver Island communities 

ever since. 

To get involved with the LOVE CRN, 

please contact Horst Backe, CRN 

Coordinator, or Jane Osborne, 

Regional Mentor, Central Vancouver 

Island. 

Join the LOVE CRN group on Facebook. 
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LOVE CRN’s information booth. 
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Volunteer of the Month: Derek Thompson, BC CRN Board 

One of the organization’s newest board members, Derek Thompson has a passion for First Nations 

health and wellness. He hails from the Cowichan Valley on Vancouver Island, and is currently the Acting 

Health Director for the Ts'ewulhtun Health Centre for Cowichan Tribes located in Duncan. As a board 

member, he brings a unique perspective to the overall direction of BC CRN and the work of adult abuse 

and neglect education and prevention. We are very pleased to be profiling Derek as our volunteer of the 

month. 

A Long-time Career in First Nations Health and Social Development 

Derek’s career in health and social development 

spans 25+ years, and involved a number of roles - 

teacher, lecturer, administrator, manager - in 

Saskatchewan, Ontario, and BC. “I’ve only ever 

worked with First Nations organizations,” says 

Derek. 

For the past three years, Derek has served the 

health and wellness needs of the Cowichan Tribes in 

his role as Associate Health Director of the 

Ts’ewulhtun Heath Centre. Derek and the health 

administration team oversee approximately 100 

staff and a number of community health programs 

supporting babies, youth, and seniors. “We have a 

holistic and intergenerational approach to health 

and wellness,” says Derek. “In addition to general 

health, we also offer mental health and wellness support, a primary health centre, and a 

comprehensive elders program.” 

Prior to this role, Derek was the national manager at the First Nations Information Governance Centre, 

and implemented the First Nations Regional Early Childhood, Education and Employment Survey1, 

which collected important data on early childhood education and development, youth employment 

and education, adult employment and education, and labour-market conditions in 253 First Nation 

communities across Canada. 

Derek has also worked with the then First Nations Health Council (now called the First Nations Health 

Authority) based in West Vancouver on Squamish Coast Salish Territory, BC, and in a variety of 

capacities in First Nations health in Saskatoon and throughout Saskatchewan. 

A Lifelong Passion for Making a Difference in First Nation Communities 

Derek’s lineage includes Nuuchahnulth, Coast Salish, Haisla, and Heiltsuk cultures. Growing up First 

Nations, he personally observed the disparity in the community where he lived. “I remember the bus 

to school was three hours round trip,” says Derek. “On that ride, I saw the differences in my 

                                                 
1 http://fnigc.ca/first-nations-regional-early-childhood-education-and-employment-survey.html  
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community compared to the broader community from the window. As I got older, I was fortunate 

enough to be surrounded by enough people in my life who motivated and inspired me to do better. 

“According to the 2015 T&R report2, the total sum of the oppression of First Nations people that 

started in 17633 has contributed to our current health status and the issues many are experiencing in 

the community. It’s a Canadian problem, and a burden we need to work on together to sort out. I’m 

interested in turning this history on its head to bring meaningful dialogue back to our people on our 

own health and wellness.” 

First Nations Representation at the BC CRN Leadership Level 

Derek joined the BC CRN board a year ago after a meeting with Regional Mentor Jane Osborne, and 

encouragement from work through manager Jennifer Jones to participate on the Board of Directors.  

“We have large, older adult, elder populations across BC who face similar abuse and neglect issues as 

non-First Nations communities. Through the BC CRN, we are looking to expand our networks and the 

work of the CRNs to provide support,” states Derek. “It’s been an encouraging and positive experience. 

I’m always interested in helping organizations like BC CRN advance dialogue and engagement with First 

Nations: any organization willing to do this, I’m willing to inform it.” 

2018 Elders Gathering 

At the 42nd Annual BC Elders Gathering in Duncan, 

Derek was a member of the organizing and planning 

committee. He was also the activities coordinator for 

the event. BC CRN was a sponsor.  

“The event this year was an overwhelming success,” 

he says. “BC Premier John Horgan, Assembly of First 

Nations National Chief Perry Bellegarde, Regional Chief 

of the BC Assembly of First Nations Terry Teegee, and 

a number of dignitaries were in attendance. For me, 

this is an indicator of the importance of the event to 

both our elders and the entire province and country.  

“As an organizing committee, we also did a lot of new 

things for the first time: traditional seafood tent, tours 

of the valley, holding 30+ workshops… . We received a 

lot of direct feedback from the elders, who wanted to 

be more active. As an administrator of health and 

wellness services, this is an approach I fully support!” 

If you know of an outstanding volunteer we should profile, please email administration@bccrns.ca.  

  

                                                 
2 Honouring the Truth Reconciling the Future was released by the Truth and Reconciliation (T&R) Commission of Canada. 
3 https://indigenousfoundations.arts.ubc.ca/royal_proclamation_1763/  
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 It’s Not Right! & Gatekeeper: Program Expansion Pending 

Thanks to the hard work and dedication of the organization’s Community Presenters, CRNs, and 

volunteers, BC CRN’s It’s Not Right! and Gatekeeper programs have taken off in communities across 

the province! 

Because of the success in the communities, BC CRN is looking at plans and policies to expand both 

programs to incorporate First Nations and LGBTQ2 perspectives into the content, and bring the 

programs to specialized clients, such as care homes and other service providers. 

We are excited by the prospect of spreading the word on abuse and neglect education and prevention 

even further! 

Be sure to look for upcoming developments in future editions of E-Connector and BC CRN’s social 

media. 

View more on the It’s Not Right! program. View more on the Gatekeeper program. View the BC CRN 

program brochure. 

 

CRNs: Your Reports are Due 

Community Response Networks (CRNs): Your completed reports are due to BC CRN as soon as possible 

in order to qualify for the CRN Coordinator’s Grant. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please email grants@bccrns.ca.  

 

BC CRN Annual General Meeting: Outcomes 

BC CRN, as a registered non-profit, is required to hold an annual general meeting (AGM) in June. The 

2017/18 AGM took place June 21, 2018 by teleconference. The key outcomes of this meeting were: 

• The transition of BC CRN to the new provincial 

Societies Act: This act came into effect on November 

28, 2016 and requires all societies in the province to 

comply with the terms of the act within two years. 

Because this transition is an administrative 

requirement of the BC government, there are no 

impacts to the BC CRN and its mandate, and the work 

of the CRNs. 

• Record attendance by 95 individuals representing the 

BC CRN Board and the CRN reps. 

• Acclamation of all existing Board members for another 

term. 

• Release of the 2017, 18 annual report, which is 

available here. 

Page 6/9 

http://www.bccrns.ca/generated/resourcesitsnotrightprogram.php
http://www.bccrns.ca/generated/resourcesgatekeeper.php
http://www.bccrns.ca/WebLibrary/General/Resources/Gatekeeper/Public20170228021538.pdf
http://www.bccrns.ca/WebLibrary/General/Resources/Gatekeeper/Public20170228021538.pdf
mailto:grants@bccrns.ca
http://www.bccrns.ca/WebLibrary/General/Organization/Public20180621214558.pdf


Page 7/9 

  Provincial Learning Events 

September 18, 2018: The Impact of Ageism on Elder Abuse and How to Challenge It, presented by 
Wanda Morris and Laura Tamblyn Watts, CARP. 

There are 1,000 Canadians turning 65 everyday, but older Canadians still face significant waits for 

health care and lack sufficient financial protections, while elder abuse is on the rise. Why do these 

problems persist and what can we do together to make a difference? 

Participants will walk away with an understanding of what advocacy is, why it is important, and when it 

can be effective. They will also learn more about: 

• The scourge of ageism and why it persists.  

• How language shapes our views on ageing. 

• The three-legged stool of advocacy.  

• Taking media to task around ageism. 

• How to be an effective activist. 

• When advocacy isn't enough. 

Wanda Morris is the Vice-President of Advocacy for CARP. She is a frequent 

media commentator and has been a regular contributor to Post Media 

(Grey Matters) and Zoomer Magazine. She is a Chartered Professional 

Accountant and has a Master of Arts in Transforming Spirituality. Prior to 

joining CARP, Wanda was CEO of Dying With Dignity Canada, where she led 

the campaign to legalize access to assisted dying for the grievously ill. 

Laura Tamblyn Watts is CARP's National Director of Law, Policy and 

Research. She is a lawyer who focuses on elder law issues, having been 

called to the BC Bar in 1999. She is the past chair of the Canadian Bar 

Association National Elder Law section, a founding member of the NICE 

network where she currently facilitates the law and aging theme team, an 

editor of a number of peer reviewed journals including the Journal of Elder 

Abuse and Neglect and a co-facilitator of the World Study Group on Elder Law. She is a law reformer, 

author, educator, expert witness and media consultant on issues related to elder law. She was named 

the 2012 Distinguished Fellow in Elder Law at Stetson University Centre of Excellence in Elder Law. 

Provincial Learning Events are toll-free teleconferences that take place the third Tuesday of the month 

from 10:30 am to 12 pm. Everyone is welcome. 

Email info@bccrns.ca to receive notifications of upcoming teleconferences and to receive dial-in info. 

Access recordings and materials for previous events. 
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  Our Top 6: Resources of the Month 

1. Decision Tree: Assisting an Adult Who is Abused, Neglected or Self Neglecting (2015): Published 

by the Public Guardian and Trustee of BC, the decision tree is an invaluable tool that can help 

correctly refer an adult who may be abused, neglected, or self-neglecting to the appropriate 

agency for help and support. Be sure to view the introductory video series to ensure you are 

using this tool appropriately. 

2. KUU-US Crisis Line: Operated by the KUU Crisis Society, the crisis line is a 24-hour provincial 

aboriginal crisis line for Adults/Elders (250-723-4050), and Children/Youth (250-723-2040). Toll 

free line also available (1-800-588-8717). 

3. KUU Crisis Society: KUU-US means “people” in Tseshaht. The society was established in 1993 as 

a result of an emergency meeting held by various Nuu-chah-nulth members held a community 

meeting with frontline emergency response, counsellors, and the general public in response to 

the number of suicide attempts by aboriginal youth. In addition to their 24-hour crisis line, the 

society also manages a housing program and registry, drop in services, and outreach programs. 

4. Elder Abuse: Safekeeping for Vulnerable Adults (2018): 

Originally developed by BC CRN’s Tri-City and Langley 

CRNs, we’ve adapted the content to apply to any one 

in any community. This 8-page leaflet defines the types 

of abuse, the signs and symptoms of potential abuse, 

what to do if you suspect abuse and/or neglect, and 

tips on how to protect yourself.  

5. Face It: Elder Abuse Happens – Community of Practice, 

Taking Action (2018): This is an archive of all 

presentations and materials from the 2018 Alberta 

Elder Abuse Awareness Council Conference in 

Edmonton. BC CRN Executive Director Sherry Baker 

was one of the keynote speakers. 

6. How to Belong in a Rapidly Changing World (Video): 

This 17-minute TED-Talk focuses on how a sense of belonging (or the lack of) can affect one’s 

overall well-being in the community they live in, and the decisions they make. Speaker Jessie 

Sutherland is a trainer, best-selling author and the founding director of an award-winning 

community transformation model called “Finding Home: How to Belong in a Changing World”.  

“Like” Facebook or “follow” us on Twitter to receive the latest resources on adult abuse and neglect. 
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  Our Top 5: Headlines of the Month 

1. SENIORS’ HEALTH: Seniors coming out, living out, aging out, 

Peace Arch News, July 25, 2018. * 

2. Scammers spoof Delta Police phone number to defraud local 
woman, Surrey Now-Leader, July 24, 2018. 

3. Are adult foster homes a good long-term care option?, PBS 
News Hour, July, 15, 2018. 

4. Province funds elder abuse awareness programs, New 

Westminster Record, July 1, 2018. * 

5. Almost half of caregivers of loved ones with dementia 
experience distress: report, The Guardian, June 26, 2018. 

 “Like” Facebook or “follow” us on Twitter to receive the latest news on adult abuse and neglect. 

*Denotes local BC CRN story or article. 

 

Campaigns & Professional Development Events 

▪ 14th Global Conference on Aging, International Federation on Aging (IFA) 

August 8-10, 2018, Toronto, ON. 

View more on the conference. 

▪ Canadian Association of Gerontology (CAG) 47th Annual Scientific and Educational Meeting: 

Making it Matter – Mobilizing Aging Research, Practice, and Policy 

October 18-20, 2018, Vancouver, BC 

Share research and work in the field of aging with national and international colleagues. 

View more on the conference. 

 

E Connector is published 11 times a year (monthly except for a combined July/Aug. issue). 

Interested in contributing content? Contact us through the BC CRN web or privately message us on one of our social media 
channels. 

To unsubscribe, email administration@bccrns.ca. Type “E-Connector Unsubscribe” in your subject line. 

All photos are used with permission courtesy of a Creative Commons license unless noted otherwise. 

BC CRN acknowledges the generous financial support of the Province of British Columbia.  

Like Us Follow Us www.bccrns.ca 

Page 9/9 

https://www.peacearchnews.com/community/seniors-health-seniors-coming-out-living-out-aging-out/
https://www.surreynowleader.com/news/scammers-spoof-delta-police-phone-number-to-defraud-local-woman/
https://www.surreynowleader.com/news/scammers-spoof-delta-police-phone-number-to-defraud-local-woman/
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/nation/are-adult-foster-homes-a-good-long-term-care-option
http://www.newwestrecord.ca/community/province-funds-elder-abuse-awareness-programs-1.23350982
https://www.theguardian.pe.ca/news/almost-half-of-caregivers-of-loved-ones-with-dementia-experience-distress-report-221455/
https://www.theguardian.pe.ca/news/almost-half-of-caregivers-of-loved-ones-with-dementia-experience-distress-report-221455/
https://www.facebook.com/bccrns/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
https://twitter.com/BCCRNS
https://www.ifa2018.com/
http://cag2018.ca/
mailto:administration@bccrns.ca
https://www.facebook.com/bccrns
https://twitter.com/bccrns
http://www.bccrns.ca/

