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Thank You for Shining a Light on Adult Abuse and Neglect
at #WEAAD 2018!

(Photo: Brenda Gardiner, Quesnel BC)

Over 50 community events recognizing World Elder Abuse Awareness Day (WEAAD) took place
province wide. BC CRN distributed nearly 80 purple WEAAD flags to BC communities that flew them
proudly at their local events.
Here’s our list of events from #WEAAD2018 and photos of the events from across the province.
Many, many thanks to staff, volunteers, service providers, and community partners who showed their
purple power and shone a light on the issue of adult abuse, neglect, and self-neglect in their
communities! For more #WEAAD2018 photos, please visit BC CRN’s Facebook and Twitter pages.
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Quesnel CRN
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Tri-Cities CRN
Chinese CRN in Burnaby Central Park

Prince George CRN
White Rock CRN

Cranbrook

Grandview Woodlands CRN in Vancouver

Thank you for your photos, and
please, keep them coming!
We’ll post your images on BC
CRN’s Facebook and Twitter as
we receive them!
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Ministry of Health Contributes $1.1M to BC CRN to Support
Elder Abuse Awareness and Prevention

BC CRN Executive Director Sherry Baker, and Parliamentary Secretary to Seniors and Burnaby MLA Anne Kang at
the Elder Abuse Prevention Conference in the Tri-Cities for #WEAAD2018. (Photo: Sharon Johnson)

We are pleased to announce that the Ministry of Health has provided BC CRN with $1.1M of funding
towards adult abuse awarness and prevention.
The announcement was made ahead of #WEAAD2018, which took place on June 15, by Health Minister
Adrian Dix in a news release.
“This funding will help us with further developing our network and programs, like It’s Not Right! and
Gatekeeper,” says BC CRN Executive Director Sherry Baker. “These programs have proven time and
time again that education is foundational to helping people recognize the signs of abuse and neglect,
and empowering them to do the right thing to protecting a loved one. Our community response
networks (CRNs) have also demonstrated that community involvement and engagement is integral to
prevention.”
View a recent article on this announcement.
View more on BC CRN’s It’s Not Right! program.
View more on BC CRN’s Gatekeeper program.
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Volunteer of the Month: Daisy Au, Chinese CRN

Daisy Au (pictured second from the left) and a group of seniors at the Burnaby Eco Centre in May 2018.
(Photo: D. Au)

Daisy Au has been involved with BC CRN since the beginning, helping set up a number of community
response networks (CRNs) in the Vancouver Lower Mainland. She is a settlement worker with MOSAIC,
which is a registered charity that serves immigrants and newcomers province-wide. An immigrant
herself, Daisy has a passion working with the Lower Mainland’s Chinese community. We are thrilled to
have her as our volunteer of the month.
Learning About CRNs By Being Involved Early
“I started working with the BC CRN when they first established themselves. I promoted new CRNs
when I participated on the West End Seniors Planning Table. Through BC CRN, I met other front-line
staff and service providers,” says Daisy. “At that time, I was also working in the Vancouver downtown
eastside with vulnerable Chinese seniors who needed help.”
Along with community partners, Daisy co-organized several educational events to spread the word on
adult abuse, neglect, and self-neglect, including World Elder Abuse Awareness Day (WEAAD). Her
continued participation quickly led to the establishment of CRNs in the Vancouver area.
Contributions to Many Vancouver CRNs
Over the years, Daisy has been involved in:
• The Downtown Eastside (DTES) CRN.
• Grandview Woodlands CRN.
• Renfrew Collingwood CRN.
• Chinese CRN.
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Daisy’ newest venture in setting up a Chinese CRN excites her the most: “I work with lots of seniors in
Chinese and immigrant communities. These communities are also very large. Being involved in BC CRN
helped me understand a different way to advocate for Chinese seniors. The issue of adult abuse and
neglect happens regularly. Front-line workers need to help vulnerable adults understand their options.
The Chinese CRN had their first meeting in May. I’m excited to be the voice for vulnerable seniors in
the Chinese community!”
Through her work at the CRN level, Daisy has also partnered with the Britannia 55+ Centre, Grandview
Woodlands Food Connections, multiple neighbourhood houses, Seniors First BC, and the Burnaby CRN
on a number of community projects.
She Understands Her Clients have Multiple Barriers and Challenges
Immigrants have multiple barriers to overcome. Daisy understands the obstacles that come with living
in a new country: “Many newcomers have challenges with language and their credentials1 not being
recognized. These two barriers alone make it difficult to find meaningful work, and many get stuck on
income assistance. There are also abuse issues that may stem from a family’s struggles to move
forward in their new country.”
Working Beyond Geographical Boundaries, Generations
“The Chinese CRN enables BC CRN
to work beyond geographical
boundaries,” adds Daisy. “At
MOSAIC, we don’t restrict our
services for our clients based on
where they live. Clients’ family and
friends live all over, and we don’t
want to sever those connections.
We’re also finding that the next
generation also have the same
struggles.
“By having a CRN that is borderless
and crosses generations, we can
collaborate with service providers
from all over, share learnings on all
Daisy (far right) and a community service providers and partners at a
levels, and focus on the benefit we
WEAAD event during her Grandview Woodlands CRN days.
bring to the entire Chinese
(Photo: D. Au)
community regardless of where they
live. There is an opportunity for everyone involved to empower immigrants to feel at home, and find
help beyond their community’s borders to break cycles of abuse and neglect.”
If you know of an exceptional volunteer we should profile, contact us at administration@bccrns.ca.

1

Credentials refer to academic and professional qualifications that demonstrate an individual’s suitability for something,
like a job.
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Provincial Learning Events on Summer Hiatus - CORRECTION
Next provincial learning event is scheduled for September 18, 2018. (In last month’s edition, we
published the date September 17, which is incorrect.) Look for more information in our social media
feeds and in the July/August 2018 edition of E-Connector.
Provincial Learning Events are toll-free teleconferences that take place the third Tuesday of the month
from 10:30 am to 12 pm. Everyone is welcome.
Email info@bccrns.ca to receive notifications of upcoming teleconferences and to receive dial-in info.
Access materials for previous events.

Our Top 5: Resources of the Month
1. Federal/Provincial/Territorial
Ministers Responsible for Seniors
Forum: An intergovernmental body
established to share information,
discuss new and emerging issues
related to seniors, and work
collaboratively on key projects.
Website contains great links to
federal and provincial resources.
2. The Long Hello: Memory, My
Mother, and Me (2015): This
memoir by Cathie Borrie distills the
seven years she spent caring for her
mother that offers insight into the "altering world of the dementia mind”.
3. Sexual Abuse of Older Nursing Home Residents: A Literature Review (2015): Despite increasing
numbers of literature related to elder abuse, sexual abuse of older persons and vulnerable
adults living in nursing homes is still sparsely described.
4. Social Isolation and Loneliness Among Seniors: A Factsheet for Service Providers (2018):
Created by the City of Vancouver’s Seniors Advisory Committee, this fact sheet defines the
difference between loneliness and isolation, and summarizes the risk factors, and effects.
Brochure supplements the larger report that we highlighted in last month’s edition.
5. Engaging Older Women in Your Community: A Promising Practices Guide for Women’s and
Senior Serving Organizations (2017): Released by the Canadian Centre for Elder Law (CCEL), this
publication is intended to support agencies to anticipate and address structural barriers to the
participation of older women in community initiatives aimed at legal and policy change
“Like” Facebook or “follow” us on Twitter to receive the latest resources on adult abuse and neglect.
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Our Top 6: Headlines of the Month
1. PG residents ‘walk for awareness of abuse and
neglect of vulnerable adults’,
MyPrinceGeorgeNow, June 15, 2018.*
2. BC seniors’ advocate wants to see change in
conversation around aging, CBC, June 10,
2018.
3. Volunteer program pairs retired tradespeople
with seniors to help them with home repairs,
CBC, June 10, 2018.
4. Funding provided to keep seniors safe from
abuse and neglect, Delta Optimist, June 9,
2018.*

(Photo: MyPrinceGeorgeNow)

5. OLDER AND WISER: There are resources out there for seniors facing abuse, North Shore News,
June 7, 2018.*
6. Rebecca Morris: What we can learn from Jann Arden about caring for a senior, The Province,
May 28, 2019.
“Like” Facebook or “follow” us on Twitter to receive the latest news on adult abuse and neglect.

*Denotes local BC CRN story or article.
Campaigns & Professional Development Events
▪

▪

14th Global Conference on Aging, International Federation on Aging (IFA)
August 8-10, 2018, Toronto, ON.
View more on exhibition opportunities. View more on the conference.
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Canadian Association of Gerontology (CAG) 47th Annual Scientific and Educational Meeting:
Making it Matter – Mobilizing Aging Research, Practice, and Policy
October 18-20, 2018, Vancouver, BC
Share research and work in the field of aging with national and international colleagues.
View more on the conference.

E Connector is published 11 times a year (monthly except for a combined July/Aug. issue).
Interested in contributing content? Contact us through the BC CRN web or privately message us on one of our social media
channels.
To unsubscribe, email administration@bccrns.ca. Type “E-Connector Unsubscribe” in your subject line.
All photos are used with permission courtesy of a Creative Commons license unless noted otherwise.
BC CRN acknowledges the generous financial support of the Province of British Columbia.
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